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originality of conception and of manner and who
has a delight in all the inventions of literary
style, is before very long caught in the web which
he himself has spun. Gradually Montaigne
found himself entangled in his own delight, and
could not choose to escape from it. The writer
of disconnected memoranda was transformed into
an author. For a time he was his own public; but
as he contemplated what lay before him, he per-
ceived that it had in it an appeal for other minds,
and he became one of a larger public with whom
the most sociable of writers could now enjoy an
endless conversation, while conversing with him-
self.

The Essays themselves give various accounts
of the motives which brought them into being,
and probably in each account there is a fragment
of the entire truth. In his retirement there were
times when Montaigne suffered from the tedium
of solitude; a " melancholic humour'7, very much
out of accord with his natural complexion, threat-
ened to lay hold upon him; he needed some occu-
pation to banish his ennui, and he took up his
pen and found that he was happily astir. But to
write was not only a stimulus; it was also a con-
trol. A rich soil that lies idle produces all manner
of troublesome weeds; so it is with the mind,
which if not occupied and restrained runs into
every kind of extravagances in the vague field of
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